
ENV6 OMAO Environmental Compliance Audit Program  March 6, 2002

1.  Purpose and Scope.  This document establishes the Office of Marine and Aircraft Operations
(OMAO) environmental compliance audit program which is intended to ensure that all NOAA
ships, aircraft, and OMAO facilities are maintaining an environmentally healthful workplace and
are being operated using best environmental management practices in accordance with
applicable environmental-related regulatory requirements.  

1.1  The scope of the environmental audit program may include safety-related assessment of
OMAO land-based facilities.  It does not provide for assessment of safety aboard NOAA ships
and aircraft.  Safety aboard NOAA ships and aircraft is under the purview of separate OMAO
programs.   In addition, it is understood that the environmental assessment program for the
OMAO Aircraft Operations Center (AOC) falls under the purview of the U.S. Air Force at
MacDill Air Force Base. 

2.  Definitions.

2.1.  Code of Environmental Management Principles (CEMP).  A set of five principles
determined by the EPA to be a necessary part of any viable environmental compliance program. 
The principles are: management commitment; compliance assurance and pollution prevention;
enabling systems; performance and accountability; and measurement and improvement.  The
principles provide a framework for development of an environmental management system.  

2.2.  Environmental Management System (EMS).  A description of the processes and procedures
used by an organization to ensure consistent and repeatable actions resulting in environmental
compliance throughout the organization

2.3.  Designated Responsible Official (DRO).  The single person at each OMAO facility, ship, or
aircraft whose position is most senior, or highest ranking, and whose duties include the
identification and allocation of work and resources needed to perform the mission of the
organization.

2.4.  Environmental Compliance Officer (ECO)/Facility Environmental Coordinator (FEC).  The
person at a facility or site or vessel assigned by the DRO to perform environmental compliance-
related duties which may include providing oversight with respect to environmental regulatory
requirements, training, auditing, and record-keeping.

2.5.  Environmental Compliance Protocol.  The accepted standards by which environmental
compliance is measured.  The standards are regulatory based and are applicable to a specific
environmental media or subject matter such as air, water, solid waste, hazardous materials, etc.  

2.6  Safety and Environmental Compliance Officer.  The operations center person responsible for
providing safety and environmental-related technical advice, assisting in audits, reviewing and
conducting program assessments, and assisting ECO/FEC in regulatory issues, pollution
prevention, and audit results.
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2.7.  Self Audit.  An environmental audit conducted at an OMAO facility, ship, or aircraft by the
facility’s DRO, ECO/FEC, or his/her designee using an audit checklist developed for that
purpose.

2.8.  Internal Program Audit.  An environmental audit conducted at an OMAO facility, ship, or
aircraft by a NOAA employee other than the facility’s DRO, ECO, or his/her designee using an
audit checklist, or a similar tool, based on the protocol applicable to the operations at that
facility.  

2.9.  External Audit.  An environmental audit conducted at an OMAO facility, ship, or aircraft by
someone other than a NOAA employee such as a third party, contractor, or regulatory agency
using the protocol of that party or agency applicable to the operations at that facility.    

3.0  Policy.  OMAO will conduct environmental compliance audits of its ships, aircraft
operations, and facilities on a regular basis in keeping with the EPA’s Code of Environmental
Management Principles and Executive Order 13148.  

4.0  Procedures.

4.1.  Self audits shall be conducted annually aboard all NOAA ships and at OMAO facilities
using the attached checklists to assist in this process.  The completed checklists shall serve as a
record of the results of the audit.  Deficiencies shall be corrected as soon as possible.    

4.1.1.  Self audits shall be used to prepare for internal and external audits.  The results of self
audits shall be reviewed and evaluated internally to strengthen the environmental compliance
program aboard NOAA ships and at OMAO facilities.  

4.1.2.  Upon request, NOAA ships and OMAO facilities shall provide OMAO a status report
regarding the outcome of self audits.

4.2.  Internal program audits shall be conducted once every three years by OMAO.  The audits
will be scheduled in advance and will be coordinated by OMAO headquarters.  Aboard NOAA
ships, the audits may coincide with regularly scheduled fleet inspections for that given year. 
Audit findings will be recorded and reported to OMAO.  Deficiencies shall be corrected as soon
as possible.  

4.2.1.  The status of open findings and plans to correct outstanding deficiencies shall be reported
to OMAO following completion of an internal program audit.   Program weaknesses will be
identified and corrected.

4.3.  External audits will be conducted as necessary based on the NOAA Environmental
Compliance and Safety Division (ECSD) program, NOAA Environmental Compliance and
Safety Assessment System (NECSAS), and/or regulatory agency prerogative.  
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4.3.1.  External audits conducted by NOAA ECSD will be coordinated by OMAO headquarters. 
When a scheduled external audit is conducted, it will serve to meet the requirements of an
internal program audit in any given period. 

4.3.2.  The findings and deficiencies discovered during external audits shall be recorded and
reported in a manner consistent with NOAA ECSD policy.  OMAO headquarters will coordinate
reporting of findings and status of corrective actions.  

5.0  Records.

5.1.  Self audit checklists shall be retained by NOAA ships and OMAO facilities for at least
three years.  They may be discarded once an internal program audit or external audit is
conducted and a report of the findings for the corresponding period is completed and made
available. 

5.2.  A copy of the most recent internal program audit report or external audit report, including
reports of corrective actions, shall be retained by NOAA ships and OMAO facilities.  

5.3.  Copies of all current and historical internal program audit reports and external audit reports,
including reports of corrective actions, shall be retained by OMAO indefinitely.
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